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Subpart 3601—3601-Mineral Ma-
terials Disposal; General Pro-
visions

FUNDAMENTAL PROVISIONS

§3601.1 Purpose.

The regulations in this part establish
procedures for the exploration, devel-
opment, and disposal of mineral mate-
rial resources on the public lands, and
for the protection of the resources and
the environment. The regulations
apply to permits for free use and con-
tracts for sale of mineral materials.

§3601.3 Authority.

(a) BLM’s authority to dispose of
sand, gravel, and other mineral and
vegetative materials that are not sub-
ject to mineral leasing or location
under the mining laws is the Act of
July 31, 1947, as amended (30 U.S.C. 601
et seq.), commonly referred to as the
Materials Act. This authority applies
to sale and free use of these materials.
BLM'’s authority to allow removal of
limited quantities of petrified wood
from public lands without charge is
section 2 of the Act of September 28,
1962 (Pub. L. 87-713, 76 Stat. 652).

(b) Section 302 of the Federal Land
Policy and Management Act of 1976
(FLPMA) (43 U.S.C. 1732) provides the
general authority for BLM to manage
the use, occupancy, and development of
the public lands under the principles of
multiple use and sustained yield in ac-
cordance with the land use plans that
BLM develops under FLPMA.

(c) Section 304 of FLPMA (43 U.S.C.
1734) and the Independent Offices Ap-
propriation Act of 1952 (31 U.S.C. 9701)
authorize the U.S. Government to col-
lect fees and to require reimbursement
of its costs.

§3601.5 Definitions.

As used in this part the term:

Act means the Materials Act of July
31, 1947, as amended (30 U.S.C. 601, et
seq.).

§3601.6

BLM means the Bureau of Land Man-
agement.

Common use area means a generally
broad geographic area from which BLM
can make disposals of mineral mate-
rials to many persons, with only neg-
ligible surface disturbance. The use is
dispersed throughout the area.

Community pit means a relatively
small, defined area from which BLM
can make disposals of mineral mate-
rials to many persons. The surface dis-
turbance is usually extensive in the
confined area.

Mineral materials means, but is not
limited to, petrified wood and common
varieties of sand, stone, gravel, pumice,
pumicite, cinders, and clay.

Performance bond means a bond to en-
sure compliance with the terms of the
contract and reclamation of the site as
BLM requires.

Permittee means any Federal, State,
or territorial agency, unit, or subdivi-
sion, including municipalities, or any
non-profit organization, to which BLM
issued a free use permit for the re-
moval of mineral materials from the
public lands.

Public lands means any lands and in-
terest in lands owned by the United
States and administered by the Sec-
retary of the Interior through BLM
without regard to how the United
States acquired ownership, except
lands held for the benefit of Indians,
Aleuts, and Eskimos.

Purchaser means any person, includ-
ing a business or government entity,
buying or holding a contract to pur-
chase mineral materials on the public
lands.

§3601.6 Policy.

It is BLM’s policy:

(a) To make mineral materials avail-
able unless it is detrimental to the
public interest to do so;

(b) To sell mineral material re-
sources at not less than fair market
value;

(c) To permit Federal, State, Terri-
torial, and local government entities
and non-profit organizations free use of
these materials for qualified purposes;

(d) To protect public land resources
and the environment and minimize
damage to public health and safety
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